
St. Elizabeth Catholic Charities  
Executive Summary 
 
St. Elizabeth Catholic Charities is a non-profit social service agency focused on the needs of 
women and children and has been located in the heart of New Albany, Indiana, since 1979. 
Over the last 38 years, our programs have expanded to cover a variety of services to Floyd, 
Clark, Harrison and surrounding counties in the Southern Indiana area. Here are some of our 
programs and services: 
  
 Three residential housing programs for homeless women and children. 
 Marie’s community distribution center that gives away items to mothers and children. 
 Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for Floyd and Washington counties. 
 Mental Health Counseling. 
 An Adoption program. 
 A Supported Living program for individuals with developmental disabilities.  

 
Over the years we have adapted and grown after identifying needs in the community. St. 
Elizabeth’s mission is to affirm the dignity of and respect for all human life by assisting 
individuals and families in need to achieve empowerment and self-sufficiency. Our mission 
drives the way we serve clients and influences change in our social service programs.  
 
Due to changes in the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) priorities, St. 
Elizabeth, like many other local agencies, suffered a large cut in funding for our transitional 
shelter program. Moving away from this funding source allowed us to make changes to our 
residential programs to better meet the needs of our community. 
 
One of these changes is serving women and children through an Emergency Homeless Shelter. 
Women seeking shelter are pregnant or parenting small children and typically have a family 
history of poverty. They tend to be part of the cycle of poverty that effects women with low 
levels of education. According to Meaningful Metrics, “women with lower levels of education 
are significantly more likely to live in poverty” (p.8) in southern Indiana. Over the last year, 40% 
of the women we have served had less education than a high school diploma or equivalent.  
 
St. Elizabeth wants to expand its services to offer culinary job training to women in Southern 
Indiana. We have a project budget of $76,000 to build a teaching kitchen on our campus. The 
training for residents will cover cooking basics, skills required to work in kitchens and other 
areas of the food service industry. St. Elizabeth plans to partner with local hospitals, 
restaurants, and caterers to provide instruction and post-graduate employment assistance. The 
project will incorporate case management and mental health counseling to address other 
barriers that could affect a woman’s ability to be successful in the future. 
 
It is our belief that this program has the ability to disrupt the cycle of poverty and provide 
women with the ability to become employed in a profession with a living wage and create a 
transformational change in their life and their children’s lives.  


